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Recently, we l aunched a campaign  that will 

make a difference in the quality of life you and your family experience in 

Chula Vista. It’s called Your Community, Your Environment, Your Choice—

for a reason. You may not realize it, but the things you do everyday can 

affect the environment and your health.

click here to jump to Your Community, continued on page 5



In this special feature, 
Spotlight is helping you 
discover some of Chula Vista's 
new businesses, often family-
run, that are opening across 
the city.

Since the  newly 
refurbished El Primero Hotel 
opened more than a year ago, 
its rooms have been filled 
with guests from all over the world. The 20-room family-run historic 
hotel, a boutique bed and breakfast in downtown Chula Vista, is 
modern inside with an art-deco flair. Rooms are light and airy with 
photographs highlighting San Diego County’s rich history hanging on 
the walls.

Owners Pi and Sol Roque, long time Chula Vista residents, are 
proud of their creation on Third Avenue. And they should be! For 

years, the old hotel had been one 
of Chula Vista’s most notorious ad-
dresses—a rundown haven for 
prostitutes and drug dealers. When 
the Roques bought the downtown 
property, it was the ultimate fixer-
upper. After a 14-month renovation 
that cost twice as much as the 
Roques had originally budgeted for, 
the hotel opened to rave reviews.

“El Primero is perfectly situated 
in the heart of the city,” said Pi Roque. 
“It’s an easy walk to local businesses 
and restaurants, and guests like the 

convenience of walking rather than driving. Our family is passionate 
about the business. We try to be creative and unique with our ser-
vices to ensure that our guests have a memorable experience.”

By purchasing the hotel property and turning it into a cozy, 
charming “home away from home,” the Roques are investing in 
Chula Vista’s future. They’re banking on redevelopment to bring 
more business—restaurants, entertainment venues and shops—to 
the downtown area. 

home grown

with moRe than 10 0  of the country’s top 
specialty stores, Otay Ranch Town Center is San Diego 
County’s newest and most exciting outdoor shopping and 
entertainment destination! Dining choices already in-
clude the Cheesecake Factory, P. F. Chang’s China Bistro 
and California Pizza Kitchen. Soon three additional res-
taurants will be catering to hungry shoppers—King’s 
Seafood Company, Chili’s, and Romano’s Macaroni Grill. 
Two stores—Illuminations and Lenscrafters—will also have Spring 
openings. Otay Ranch Town Center is located 4½ miles east of 
Interstate 805 at EastLake Parkway and Olympic Parkway. For up-
dates and more information about Otay Ranch Town Center, call 
(619) 656-9100 or visit www.otayranchtowncenter.com.

In May, Village Walk at EastLake, an upscale boutique-style 
commercial center that will be home to Trader Joe’s and Border’s 
bookstore, opens for business. Some newly released tenant names 
include Trophy’s, Pat & Oscar’s, Bellini, Sports Clips, Poses Yoga and 
Tobi Blatt. Watch for the grand opening date and stop by the center, 
located off EastLake Parkway.

Two restaurants are moving into the EastLake Design District, 

Shop talk

Chula Vista’s headquarters for home furnishing and home improve-
ment stores. Well-known San Diego restaurateur Paul Dobson plans 
to open an upscale restaurant with an emphasis on fine wines. The 
other newcomer will be the Bay Bridge Brewing Company, offering 
casual dining for the entire family. 

The Chula Vista Center is trying to make browsing and buying 
more convenient for shoppers by expanding its weekend hours. A 
recent survey by General Growth, the center’s owner, revealed that 
that 65 percent of consumers want extended mall hours throughout 
the year. Hours are as follows: Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.; and Sunday 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Chula Vista Center is located at H Street and Fifth 
Avenue.  



around town...
Online News

Sign up for e-Brief, the City’s monthly electronic newsletter, to 
get the latest information about Chula Vista. Visit our home page 
at www.chulavistaca.gov and click on the e-Brief icon to read this 
month’s edition or to subscribe. It’s free!

Also online is SANDAG’s rEgion, a free monthly electronic 
newsletter that keeps you updated on critical projects and services 
underway and planned in the San Diego region. It’s a great way to 
stay in the loop. SANDAG (San Diego Association of Governments) 
is the region’s primary research and planning agency. To subscribe to 
“rEgion,” go to www.sandag.org. 

Back to Nature
We’re looking for residents with 

green thumbs! The City is promoting 
nature-friendly landscaping through its 
new NatureScape program. NatureScape 
shows you how to create an inviting habi-
tat that attracts birds, butterflies and other 
wildlife, while conserving water and re-
ducing maintenance and pollution runoff. 

The City’s Department of Conservation 
& Environmental Services will be organiz-
ing free half-day workshops where you 
can learn more about sustainable land-
scaping practices and how to get your 

property certified as an official “Backyard Wildlife Habitat” through 
the National Wildlife Federation (NWF). 

For more information about free workshops and certification, visit 
www.chulavistaca.gov/clean and click on “Conservation” or call (619) 
409-3893.

Charge It
Various City departments are now accepting Visa and MasterCard 

payments. You can now pay for a variety of police services includ-
ing parking tickets at the Police Department, building permits and 
business license fees at the Planning and Building Department, and 
miscellaneous charges including sewer bills and delinquent trash bills 
at the Finance Department. Credit card payments must be made in 
person during regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Safe Windows
New windows are a great way to save energy and improve your 

home. But, please remember that bedroom windows have special re-
quirements for emergency exiting in case of fire. Contact the Planning 
and Building permits counter for more information at (619) 691-5272 
ext. 2332.

Station 8
A brand new fire 

station that provides 
coverage to some of 
eastern Chula Vista’s 
newest neighborhoods 
opened in late January. 
The 8,800 square foot 
Station 8, located at 1180 
Woods Drive, serves the 
new developments of the 
Woods, EastLake Greens, EastLake Trails and EastLake Vistas. Often 
referred to as the “Woods Fire Station,” the new facility is perched 
on 1.2 acres and houses one engine and, eventually, a paramedic unit. 
The EastLake Company contributed $700,000 for construction up-
grades that ensured that Station 8’s architecture would blend in with 
the surrounding neighborhoods. Chula Vista’s costs for the new facility 
totaled $6.4 million. 

Spring into Recreation
Spring is just around the corner. It’s time for spring cleaning, spring 

“recreating,” and sticking to those New Year’s resolutions. The City’s 
Recreation Department offers a wide variety of pre-school, fitness, 
performing arts, and creative classes, as well as swimming lessons, 
adult sports leagues, youth sports programs, and special events at 
our 12 recreation facilities and many parks. The spring recreation 
class session is from April 16 to June 25. Mail-in registration is from 
March 12 to March 30, and online registration and walk-in registra-
tion are from March 12 to April 14. The quarterly brochure of classes 
and programs is available at all City recreation centers and libraries, 
and online at www.chulavistaca.gov/rec.

Donate to the Nature Center 
Attention shoppers! Did you know there’s a way to donate to the 

Chula Vista Nature Center when you shop? Using e-Scrip, a web-based 
organization that partners with participating merchants, donating 
to your favorite charity or non-profit is hassle-free 
and doesn’t cost a dime. Select your favorite 
cause, and e-Scrip merchants contribute 
a percentage of your purchase to the 
designated charity or non-profit. To par-
ticipate, simply register your grocery club 
cards and credit cards online at www.escrip.
com. Participating merchants include Vons, Macy’s, 
Pep Boys, Carl’s Jr., and more. For information, 
visit eScrip online or contact the Nature Center 
at (619) 409-5900.  



crimefighters go high tech

more than a Remodel

a new and impRoved  Public 
Services Building (PSB) re-opened earlier this year 
across from City Hall after an extensive remodel. 
When the Planning and Building and Engineering 
departments moved in, they introduced one-stop 
customer service, an easy and efficient way to do 
business with the City. If you are applying for a 
permit, a business license or investing in property, 
this is welcome news!

In the renovated PSB building, there is a consolidated front 
counter—a central location where you can get assistance from 
several departments at the same time. 

Another improvement is the automated check-in system that 
manages the flow of customers and improves wait times. For 
those who like to roam while they wait, remote pagers—the kind 
restaurants use—will summon people to their appointments. 

Public Safety Goes Wireless 
CVPD is moving to new broadband wireless technology that links 

officers on the street to the Information Superhighway. New Mobile 
Data Computers 
(MDCs) that give 
officers in the field 
direct wireless ac-
cess to important 
information, in-
cluding essential 
law enforcement 
databases, have 
been installed in 
patrol cars. The 
new equipment is 
light years ahead 
of the old, much 

more limited technology police have been using on the road. New 
MDCs deliver a tremendous amount of information, instantly—an 
advantage to officers in potentially life-threatening situations. With 
the updated technology, officers on patrol will eventually be able 

to readily access surveillance video from security cameras at trol-
ley stations and communicate with other law enforcement agencies 
responding to the same call.  

Speaking of Trolley Cameras
In an effort to make travel safer, Chula Vista’s three trolley sta-

tions are now outfitted with new security cameras. Nearly 30 digital 
cameras—all with enhanced night vision capabilities—monitor 
bus bays, parking lots and platforms. Cameras are mounted at vari-
ous locations in and around the trolley stations at E, H and Palomar 
Streets. The cameras, already in use for years at some San Diego 
stations, have become a valuable crime-fighting tool. 

Livescan Online Goes Live 
Making a Livescan appointment to get fingerprinted at the 

Police department just got easier! Now, anyone can schedule ap-
pointments online by visiting the Police department home page at 
www.chulavistapd.org. Just click on “Livescan Scheduling” to select 
a date and time for your appointment. It’s a more efficient process 
for both police and people who need to be fingerprinted when they 
apply for jobs or special licenses. 

While you wait, 
check out the self-help 
station that provides 
access to the City’s 
Web site at www.
chulavistaca.gov. 
There, customers can 
search for information 

using our helpful online tools including: E-zoning, a program that 
has everything you need to know about property use, improvement 
and development; and the Development Service Center, a portal to 
permits, forms and fee information.

Any questions? Don’t hesitate to ask for help from our new 
Customer Service Specialist who manages the Information and 
Reception kiosk. She’ll point you in the right direction and get you 
started! 
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Did You Know?
• Chula Vista has a graffiti rewards program that pays $150 

for information leading to the arrest and conviction of 
offenders. Once a graffiti vandal has been sentenced, 
you can file a claim for the reward with the City’s Senior 
Public Works Specialist at (619) 397-6037.

• Home 4 the Holidays, the Chula Vista Animal Care 
Facility's eight-week animal adoption campaign, set 
another record this year. The facility adopted out more 
than 560 animals—dogs, puppies, cats, kittens and 
rabbits. Home 4 the Holidays is a nationwide effort to 
encourage Americans to adopt animals from shelters and 
rescue agencies.

• Residents need a permit from the City to have a garage 
sale. People who are planning an upcoming spring 
cleaning, should download a free permit from the City’s 
website, pick one up at the Planning and Building counter 
or call (619) 691-5272 to have a permit delivered by mail. 
Any Chula Vista address is limited to two garage sales 
each calendar year.

Day of the Child Community 
Fair: Join the festivities at this 7th an-
nual free family celebration featuring 
information on children’s services and 
resources. Health, education and litera-
cy booths, circus performers, live music, 
face painting, food, prizes and plenty of 
fun will take place on April 21 in Memorial Park at 373 Park Way 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sponsored by the Chula Vista Community 
Collaborative and Chula Vista Child Care Commission. For more 
information, please call (619) 427-0376.

Creek to Bay Cleanup: The City of Chula Vista and I Love 
A Clean San Diego team up to celebrate Earth Day! Prevent pol-
lution, enhance your environment and join the effort by picking 
up debris and trash from local bays, canyons and parks from 9 
a.m. to noon on April 28. Various cleanup sites will be designated 
throughout Chula Vista. To register for the event, please call 1-
800-237-BLUE or visit www.cleansd.org. 

Festival Cinco de Mayo: Don’t miss the 
largest street fair in South County on April 29! 
Live entertainment on three stages, 200 craft 
booths, authentic Mexican food, carnival rides, 
children’s activities, tamale eating contest and 
much more from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. in downtown 
Chula Vista, Third Avenue from E to G Streets. For 

more details, contact the Third Avenue Village Association, (619) 
422-1982.

Farmers’ Market: Start the spring season off right and 
get those fruits and vegetables into 
your diet! Visit Chula Vista’s certi-
fied farmers’ market to purchase 
fresh produce and flowers directly 
from local fields. Also enjoy a wide 
variety of delicious specialty and 
international foods, a frequent 
shopper program and an array of 
handcrafted items. The market is 
open every Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m. 
on Center Street off Third Avenue in 
downtown Chula Vista. 

Bring on Spring

A number of City Departments, including the Chula Vista 
Nature Center, have combined their resources and expertise to 
help you keep your surroundings clean and beautiful. Look for bro-
chures and messages in the mail, sign up for special programs and 
workshops, and click on www.chulavistaca.gov/clean to learn ev-
erything you need to know about the campaign and how you can 
make a difference in your community.

Choices you make on a regular basis—like recycling trash and 
yard waste, picking up litter, cleaning up after a pet and properly 
fertilizing the lawn—all have an impact on the world around us. 
Learn how important it is to keep harsh chemicals including mo-
tor oil, pool and spa supplies and house paints out of the storm 
water system and away from one of the region’s greatest natural 
resources—San Diego Bay. Get tips on proper disposal and find 
out what the law says about discharging certain materials into 
the City’s storm water drainage system. 

And join us for events that are educational and fun! Coming 
up this year, the Chula Vista Nature Center is hosting gardening 
seminars for homeowners who want to learn how to reduce their 
dependence on toxic fertilizers and conserve water. Sign up for 
our free Master Composter Program.

Browse through our Website and links for more information 
about how to make better choices to preserve our resources and 
environment. After all—it’s Your Community, Your Environment, 
Your Choice at www.chulavistaca.gov/clean. 

Your Community
continued from front page



their techniques 
and offer some 
of their pieces for 
purchase. 

Children will 
enjoy a special 
interactive arts 
area. And carrying 
on a Taste of the 
Arts tradition, the Parkway Recreation Center gym will host a pair 
of juried art exhibits sponsored by the National Arts Program.

In addition, three popular well-known music groups will enter-
tain the crowd from 
the Third Avenue 
Village Stage. Listen 
to the smooth jazz 
sounds of Fattburger, 
groove to the beat 
of Night Shift and 
dance along with 
Scott Martin Blues, 
the Latin Soul band.

For more infor-
mation about Taste 

of the Arts, visit the City’s website at www.chulavistalibrary.com/
Cultural_Arts/special_events.asp or call (619) 585-5627. 

The Chula Vista Spotlight newsletter is published five 
times per year and is distributed as a public service to 
residents and businesses by the City of Chula Vista. 
Copies are also available at various locations around 
the city. Send comments or inquiries to the Office of 
Communications, City of Chula Vista, 276 Fourth Avenue, 
Chula Vista, CA 91910. The city’s Web page address is  

www.chulavistaca.gov

city council Cheryl Cox, Mayor
 Rudy Ramirez
 John McCann
 Jerry R. Rindone
 Steve Castaneda
interim city manager Jim Thomson

inspiring tomorrow’s audiences and artists

chul a viSta

Spotlight

it’S fRee, it’S fun,  and there is something for ev-
eryone all day long from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Chula Vista’s annual Taste of the Arts Festival returns May 20 
with a new emphasis and location. Join us as the popular arts 
event, celebrating its 20th anniversary, moves from the bayfront 
to downtown. Along with the change of address, comes a new 
focus—young, developing artists. 

Stay tuned for a midday performance by the San Diego Youth 
Symphony and also live performances throughout the day on 
two stages—in Memorial Park Bowl and along Third Avenue. 
Memorial Park Bowl will feature performances by other talented 

young singers, dancers and musicians who represent arts 
programs in schools throughout the Sweetwater Union 

High School District. 
Many of the professional artists who have had a 

presence at previous Taste of the Arts events—sculp-
tors, glass blowers, watercolorists, photographers and 

jewelry designers—will 
be back to 
demonstrate 


